
www.williamsvillek12.org 

SCHOOL BOARD NOTES
 
 
     
 

October 8, 2013                                      Vol. 33   No. 3 

RECOGNITION 
The Board recognized four Williamsville high school students who were 
named to the 2013 All-National Honor Ensembles by the National 
Association for Music Education. Representing Williamsville in the 
NAfME’s Symphony Orchestra are: from East High School, Tegan Faran, 
violin; from North High School, Aidan Scoccia, violin; and from South High 
School Madison Warren, French horn, and Jennifer Zhang, piccolo.  They 
will join approximately 300 instrumentalists representing the most 
musically talented high school students in the nation performing at a gala 
concert in Nashville, TN on October 30 as part of the NAfME’s National 
Conference. Michael Russo, Instructional Specialist for Fine & Performing 
Arts, introduced the students and noted that Williamsville is well 
represented among the instrumentalists selected from across the nation 
with 2 of 60 violinists, one of 21 French horns, and one of 3 piccolos chosen 
for these elite national ensembles.  

Maple West Elementary was recognized for 
being named a 2013 National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence by the U.S. Department of 
Education. Dr. Charles Galluzzo, principal, 
credited the entire Maple West community 
including staff, faculty, students and parents, 
for achieving  the Blue Ribbon status, and 
thanked the Board and District Office personnel 
for their continued support  

Board Acknowledgements – Mr. Michael 
Schmidt – thanked Dr. Marie Balen for her 
September presentation on the Common Core 
Learning Standards and NYS testing results. Mr. 
Anthony LaFornara congratulated Jennifer 
Zhang not only for her musical honors but also 
for her recent accomplishments as a 
competitive figure skater.  He also commented 
on a cyber-bullying presentation he attended, 
thanking Dr. Anna Cieri for her role in 
organizing the program. 

PUBLIC EXPRESSION 
Three parents addressed the Board.  A mother called on the District to allow children who opt out of the New York State testing to read 
while the tests are being administered to other children. Two parents expressed their concerns about food allergies and asked that more 
stringent controls be put in place regarding after-school activities, outside groups that use school facilities during non-school hours, and 
classroom celebrations during school.     

ITEMS OF BUSINESS AND DISCUSSION 
 Under the President’s Report, Board President Michael Littman presented the proposed resolutions to be voted on at the upcoming 

NYSSBA Convention in Rochester, October 24-26. Also,  
 Mr. Jay Smith reported that the NYS Senate Standing Committee on Education will hold a hearing in Buffalo on October 16 to 

address progress on the Regents Reform Agenda. (Note – Superintendent Scott Martzloff has been invited to testify before the 
Committee about the impact and effectiveness of recent state education reforms.)  

Williamsville students named to All-National Music Honor 
Ensembles were recognized by the Board of Education. The 
students, from left, are Madison Warren, Jennifer Zhang, and 
Aidan Scoccia (Tegan Faran was unable to attend the meeting). 

The Board of Education recognized Maple West Elementary for being named a 2013 National Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence. Pictured, Principal Charles Galluzzo (holding certificate) was joined 
at the meeting by proud members of the Maple West faculty and staff.  

The Board began the meeting by observing a moment of 
silence in memory of Transit Middle Teacher, John Tronolone, 
who passed away October 5, 2013. 



 Under the Board liaison reports, Mr. Smith announced the upcoming 2013 Wall of Fame Induction on Friday, November 8, 
encouraging community members to attend the celebratory breakfast. Dr. Martzloff noted that corporate sponsorships are 
available.  (Note – more information about the 2013 Wall of Fame induction is available on the District website.) 

 The NYS PTA is sponsoring a town hall meeting on the Common Core Learning Standards with NYS Commissioner of Education, 
Dr. John King, on Thursday, October 24 at Williamsville North High School, 7 – 9 p.m.  

 Wayne Drescher of Drescher & Malecki, L.L.P., certified public accountants, presented the District’s external audit for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2013. He reported that the District is in a “very sound, solid” fiscal position. Mr. Schmidt, chair of the Board’s audit 
committee, thanked Mr. Drescher for his report and acknowledged Mr. Thomas Maturski, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
Management Services, for his leadership and diligent fiscal oversight. 
 In related business, the Board adopted the 2014-15 Budget Development Calendar which, in addition to its regular meeting 

schedule, includes three Board work sessions on the budget, two public forums, and the annual public budget hearing. The 
budget development calendar is a planning tool and is subject to change as economic circumstances warrant. (Note – The Budget 
Development Calendar is available on the District website). 

 In his report to the Board, Dr. Martzloff provided information concerning a request made by the Superintendent of Buffalo Public 
Schools, Dr. Pamela Brown, to all suburban school districts during a recent meeting coordinated by Erie 1 BOCES. Dr. Brown has asked 
suburban districts to consider accepting BPS students in grades 3-6 who are deemed the “most needy” as tuition-paying transfers. 
Buffalo would be responsible for paying the tuition costs to the suburban schools, providing transportation, and selecting the students 
who would attend as transfers.  Dr. Martzloff noted that current policy does not allow Williamsville schools to accept tuition-paying 
non-resident students and, therefore, the policy would need to be changed. Also, given the magnitude of implementing any such 
program and the required change in policy, Dr. Martzloff would want to gather feedback from our community before making a 
commitment on the part of Williamsville schools.  
Board members questioned the long-term cost implications; potential impact on staffing, students, and class size; the number of BPS 
students, both regular education and special education, to be considered; and whether or not other suburban districts have 
committed to the transfer proposal. Many voiced concerns about the lack of a detailed plan by both the city and the state. “We need 
more information before we could even begin a dialogue with Buffalo Schools to explore this further,” Dr. Littman said.  

 Dr. Martzloff provided a brief update on the status of the voter-approved 2012 Capital Project reporting that the District has 
submitted all of the required documentation to the state and is waiting for the necessary state approvals.  

 The Board accepted the following donations on behalf of the District: $1,616 from the Williamsville East Girls Soccer Boosters to East 
Girls’ Soccer for sound system equipment; a sound system for the newly construction South High Press Box, valued at $6,848, from 
family and friends of the late Michael T. Kelly, longtime South High coach and football announcer; and a viola valued at $1,500 to the 
East High music program from alumnus Jenny Gan (’13). In addition, the Special Friends Primary Project at Country Parkway 
Elementary has received a grant totaling $4,444 from the Children’s Institute of Rochester, NY.     

 The Board accepted the resignation for retirement purposes of the following employees: Richard Waite, a Social Studies Teacher at 
North High School, after 28 years of service, effective June 30, 2014; Brenda Franks, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, after 
5 years of service, effective December 2, 2013; and Shirley Richeal, Clerk Typist at Mill Middle School, after 20 years of service, 
effective October 26, 2013.  

 Committee of the Whole – Mr. Schmidt asked the Board to consider enhancements to certain extracurricular programs during the 
upcoming budget development process. He also stated that he would like the District to pursue a town-funded School Resource 
Officer, citing remarks made by Amherst Supervisor, Dr. Barry Weinstein, at a Williamsville School Board meeting last February. With 
the full support of the Board, Dr. Martzloff will contact Dr. Weinstein’s office and request a meeting to discuss the feasibility of the 
town funding a full-time SRO, similar to a program already in place in Sweet Home Central Schools.     

 

UPCOMING MEETING: 

November 12, 2013  PTSA Board Recognition Reception (Casey Middle Library), 6:00 p.m.; Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

This Board of Education meeting will be televised on Time-Warner Cable Channel 20 on Sat., October 12 at 7:30 P.M. and Sunday, October 13 at 1 P.M. 
Also, the meeting video is available for viewing anytime at www.williamsvillek12.org; click on the “Video On Demand” icon on the homepage. 


